CENSUS

OF MARINE UFE Preventing widespread
destruction of newly discovered
seamount habitats
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- Less than 1% of seamounts have ever been sampled
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Global estimates of more than 50,000 (>1 km high)
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Less than 0.1% have been surveyed in detail (Pitcher et
al. 2007)
CenSeam is funding a reprint this year



~  Why are seamounts so important?
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A Can have high biodiversity and special
benthic communities

Important for marine biogeography (stepping
stones for dispersal)

A

A Sites of high productivity (aggregations of
animals such as fish, birds, marine mammals)

A

Vulnerable to human impacts (e.g., fishing,
mining)




cens Wherever we look we make new discoveries
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Marine Reserves survey I Tasmania

ALarge numbers of species collected
AHigh proportions new to science

Numbers of species collected

A Spongesi 100 (100% unknown)
A Cnidariai 83 (89% unknown)

A Molluscs i 49 (86% unknown)

A Crustaceans i 77 (75% unknown)
A Echinoderms i 93 (61% unknown)
A Ascidians i 2 (100% unknown)
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undamaged deep
sea reefs
Donodot need | 1 ght
Cold water (4-12 &)
Ages of >8500 y
Wonderful colors
Weird creatures



